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Reception Curriculum Map 
At Montpelier, the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) focuses on learning through play, nurturing curiosity, and delivering a rich, engaging curriculum. This child-centred approach encourages meaningful 
exploration and discovery, supporting cognitive, social, and emotional development. Our carefully designed Reception environment offers age-appropriate challenges that promote resilience and problem-solving 
skills. We use inclusive, cross-curricular strategies to meet the diverse needs of all children, while open-ended activities inspire creativity and critical thinking. Promoting independence is central to our ethos; 
children are encouraged to make their own choices, building confidence and self-reliance.  
 
Communication skills are strengthened through interactive storytelling, which fosters purposeful writing. Real-life mathematical experiences help children connect abstract concepts with everyday situations, 
deepening their understanding. A love of reading is cultivated through exposure to a wide range of literature, laying the groundwork for strong literacy skills. Physical development is also a priority, with activities 
designed to improve both fine and gross motor skills, as well as coordination. Our focus on communication supports the development of positive relationships and emotional self-regulation. Through co-regulation 
with skilled adults, children learn to understand and manage their emotions effectively. Overall, our EYFS curriculum offers a well-rounded, supportive foundation that nurtures every child's individual potential and 
prepares them for lifelong learning. 
  
Alongside the Prime Areas, we also carefully plan for the four Specific Areas of learning, which build on the foundations already laid:  

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

  Who Am I? Where in the World? Who What When? How does it grow? Near or Far? Land, Sea or Sky? 

Intent  We aim to support children 
to develop a strong sense of 
self and positive 
relationships. Children will 
learn to recognise, express 
and manage their feelings 
and emotions, developing 
early self-regulation skills 
that help them feel calm, 
confident and ready to learn. 
Through daily routines and 
experiences, children will 
begin to develop an 
awareness of time and the 
structure of the school day. 
We will support children to 
learn about who they are as 
individuals and to celebrate 
similarities and differences, 
promoting mutual respect 
and inclusion. 

We aim to develop children’s 
understanding of stories and 
the wider world through 
exploring characters and 
narratives within traditional 
tales. Children will learn 
about diverse cultures by 
discovering where stories 
originate, using world maps 
to make connections 
between traditional tales and 
the cultural and historical 
contexts in which they were 
created. Through retelling 
stories using story maps and 
creating their own traditional 
tales, children will develop 
narrative skills, imagination 
and confidence, while 
celebrating their own ideas 
and perspectives. 

We aim to develop curious, 
confident young explorers 
who are motivated to learn 
about the world around 
them. Children will build on 
their existing knowledge and 
interests to compare 
environments, people and 
cultures. Through 
imaginative experiences and 
exploration of places such as 
the Arctic, jungles and outer 
space, children will develop a 
broader understanding of 
the world and learn about 
key role models from history 
who have made significant 
achievements, inspiring 
curiosity, ambition and 
aspiration. 

We aim to develop children’s 
curiosity and understanding 
of the natural world through 
hands-on investigation and 
observation. Children will 
learn what plants need to 
grow and identify the basic 
parts of a plant, as well as 
understand the important 
role plants play in supporting 
life and wellbeing. Through 
observing the life cycle of a 
chick, children will develop 
an early understanding of 
growth and change and 
begin to learn how to care 
for living things responsibly. 

We aim to support children 
to develop a strong sense of 
identity and belonging within 
their local community. 
Building on the ‘Who am I?’ 
theme, children will learn 
about their local area, 
including key locations and 
landmarks linked to their 
school and London. Through 
exploring maps, positional 
and directional language, 
children will begin to 
understand how places are 
represented. They will 
develop an early 
understanding of the past by 
talking about their own lives 
and their families’ supporting 
an emerging awareness of 
history. 

We aim to develop children’s 
understanding of animals 
that live on land, in the sea 
and in the air, including their 
habitats and their role within 
the ecosystem. Children will 
be supported to make 
meaningful connections 
between the natural world 
and their everyday lives. We 
aim to nurture a sense of 
compassion for living things 
and help children develop an 
early understanding of their 
responsibility to care for and 
protect wildlife and ocean 
environments. 
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Personal, 
Social, 
Emotional 
Development 

Children will learn to 
establish and follow 
classroom rules and routines, 
explore who is in their class 
and family, and develop an 
understanding of feelings, 
including how to recognise 
and manage their own 
emotions. 

Children will learn why it is 
important to be healthy and 
explore ways to look after 
their bodies, including eating 
a balanced diet, staying 
physically active, keeping 
clean, and making healthy 
choices in their daily lives. 

Children will explore what 
rules are and why they are 
needed in Reception, 
develop an understanding of 
right and wrong, and begin 
to learn about rules and 
staying safe online. 
 

Children will explore what 
they are good at and learn 
how they can improve 
through practice and 
perseverance. They will 
begin to understand what a 
charity is and explore simple 
ways they can help others, 
including raising money for a 
charity. 

Children will learn about the 
PANTS rule and begin to 
understand the difference 
between safe and unsafe 
touch. They will explore ways 
to keep themselves safe with 
friends and trusted adults, 
around medicines, and when 
using the road, developing 
an early awareness of 
personal safety. 

Children will explore 
similarities and differences 
between families and reflect 
on how their own family 
makes them feel. They will 
learn ways to keep 
themselves and their families 
safe and begin to develop an 
age-appropriate 
understanding of 
stereotypes, promoting 
respect and inclusion. 

Literacy  Barbra Throws a Wobbler 
Nadia Shireen 
Owl Babies Martin Waddell 
So Much Trish Cooke 

The Gigantic Turnip Aleksei 
Tolstoy 
The Runaway Chapatti Susan 
Price 
The Princess and the Pea 
Rachel Isadora 
 
 

Aliens Love Underpants 
Claire Freedman  
The Search for the Giant 
Arctic Jellyfish Chloe Savage  
Stanley’s Stick Neal Layton  

Tad Benji Davies  
Hungry Hen Richard Waring  
Yucky Worms Vivian French  
 

Maisy goes to London Lucy 
Cousins  
Paddington at the Palace 
Michael Bond  
The Storm Whale Benji 
Davies  
 

Rumble in the Jungle Giles 
Andreae  
My Pet Goldfish Catherine 
Rayner  
I see the Sea Julia Groves  
Clean Up! Nathan Bryon  

 

Read Write 
Inc. Phonics 

This structured approach helps children learn to read accurately and fluently, while also developing early writing skills. Children are taught sounds in a clear sequence, then learn to blend these 
sounds to read words and sentences. Pupils are grouped by reading stage to ensure they receive the right level of support and challenge. Alongside reading, they learn to spell and write using 
the sounds they’ve been taught. Daily lessons and regular assessment help build confidence, independence, and a strong foundation in literacy.  

Writing Children will develop their writing skills through a range of meaningful text types, beginning with oral storytelling and learning about story structure before writing simple sentences and 
gradually extending them using descriptive language. Alongside this, children will develop the physical skills needed for writing, including fine motor strength, pencil control and correct letter 
formation. As confidence grows, children will write for different purposes, including information, persuasive, recount, explanation and instructional texts, using sequencing, technical 
vocabulary and simple organisational features to clearly communicate their ideas. 

Maths o Numbers to 5 
o Comparing groups within 5 
o Shape 
o Change within 5 
o Number bonds within 5 
o Space 

o Numbers to 10 
o Comparing numbers within 10 
o Addition to 10 
o Measure 
o Number bonds to 10 
o Subtraction 
o Exploring patterns 

o Counting on and counting back 
o Numbers to 20 
o Numerical patterns 
o Shape 
o Measure 
o Sorting 
o Time 

Understanding 
the World 
The Natural 
World 

Children will learn about 
seasonal changes, including 
naming the current season, 
ordering the four seasons, 

Children will explore aspects 
of the physical world, 
including light, space and 
movement, developing early 

Children will learn about 
animals, with a focus on 
British wildlife, including 
where different animals live 

Children will learn about 
living things and how they 
grow and change over time. 
Through hands-on 

Children will explore a range 
of materials and learn to sort 
and classify objects based on 
their properties, such as 

Children will learn about 
animals, using appropriate 
scientific vocabulary to 
describe basic animal 



Montpelier Primary School 
 

   

 

History  
People, 
Culture and 
Communities 

and describing seasonal 
weather. They will explore 
how the seasons affect the 
natural world and how plants 
grow, for example 
recognising that acorns and 
conkers are found in autumn  
 
Children will talk about 
members of their immediate 
family, name people who are 
familiar to them, and 
describe relationships, 
developing an understanding 
of the past and present in 
their own lives. 
 
Children will learn about 
Diwali and Harvest Festival, 
developing an awareness of 
different traditions and 
beliefs. 
 
Curriculum Enrichment:  
International Week 

scientific understanding 
through observation, 
exploration and discussion. 
 
Children will develop early 
geographical skills by using 
simple maps linked to a local 
park visit. They will learn to 
draw information from a 
basic map and identify 
familiar landmarks within 
their local environment.  
Children will explore the 
concept of place by learning 
about where they are in the 
world and their local area. 
 
Children will begin to 
recognise that some 
environments are different 
from the one in which they 
live. Through traditional tales 
from different countries and 
continents, they will develop 
an awareness of people, 
culture and communities 
beyond their own 
experience. 
 
Children will learn about 
Christmas, developing an 
understanding of traditions 
and beliefs. 
 
Curriculum Enrichment:   
Park Adventure 

and how they are part of our 
local community. They will 
describe a range of habitats 
and simple microhabitats, 
make close observations of 
animals in the natural world, 
and identify similarities and 
differences between animals 
that live in the UK and those 
that live in colder 
environments. 
 
Children will use language 
related to time when talking 
about past and present 
events in their own lives and 
the lives of others, including 
people they have learned 
about through books. They 
will begin to learn about key 
historical explorers, 
developing an early 
understanding of the past. 
 
Children will learn about 
Lunar New Year, developing 
an awareness of different 
cultures and traditions. 
 
Curriculum Enrichment:  
Explorer Day 

experiences such as egg 
hatching, caring for a 
wormery and exploring a 
frog project, children will 
begin to understand what a 
life cycle is and talk about 
simple life cycles, such as 
chicks, frogs and butterflies. 
 
Children will take part in 
gardening and planting 
activities in our nature area, 
learning how to care for 
plants and observing how 
they grow. 
 
Children will learn about  
Easter, Ramadan and Eid al-
Fitr, helping them to 
understand and respect a 
range of beliefs, cultures and 
traditions. 
 
Curriculum Enrichment:  
Science Week and Egg 
Hatching Experiment   

flexible, waterproof, rigid 
and transparent. They will 
make predictions and take 
part in simple practical 
experiments, developing 
early scientific enquiry skills. 
Children will also learn which 
materials can be recycled 
and why this is important. 
 
Children will learn about 
landmarks in London and 
begin to develop an 
understanding of ‘near’ and 
‘far’. They will explore 
similarities and differences 
between places, such as the 
seaside and London, and 
compare what life may be 
like for people living in 
different locations. 
Children will develop an 
understanding of the past by 
recounting events from their 
own experiences. They will 
do this orally, through 
pictures and with simple 
captions, supporting early 
historical understanding and 
communication skills. 
 
Curriculum Enrichment:   
Balance Bike Day 

features and exploring what 
animals need to survive. 
They will learn about animals 
that live on land, in the sea 
and in the sky, developing an 
understanding of different 
habitats. 
 
Children will begin to 
develop an understanding of 
their role as responsible 
global citizens by learning 
about the importance of 
recycling and caring for the 
planet  
 
Children will explore stories 
shared across world religions 
and reflect on the key 
messages within them, 
developing respect and 
understanding of different 
beliefs and cultures. 
 
Curriculum Enrichment:   
Animal Enquiry and Sports 
Day 

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design (Art) 
 

Drawing:  
Children will have lots of 
opportunities to make marks 
and draw in different ways. 

Painting:   
Children will have the chance 
to play with paint and 
brushes in different ways. 

Collage:  
Children will have the chance 
to explore making pictures 
and patterns by 

Printing:  
Children will have the chance 
to play with printing by 
making marks and patterns 

Textiles:  
Children will have the chance 
to play with fabrics and 
materials in different ways. 

Sculpture:  
Children will have the chance 
to play with different 
materials to build, shape and 
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They will explore lines, 
shapes, and patterns, and try 
drawing on different 
surfaces. Children will also 
use a variety of materials to 
make their drawings.  
Children will:  
Make marks and draw lines 
in different ways (thick, thin, 
wiggly, straight).  
Explore patterns and 
textures using dots, lines, 
and shapes.  
Try drawing with different 
tools such as pencils, 
crayons, felt tips, chalk, 
pastels, and charcoal.  
Use simple art words to talk 
about their drawings (e.g. 
line, shape, big, small, light, 
dark) 

They will explore colours, see 
what happens when they mix 
them, and use painting to 
share their ideas 
and imagination.   
Children will:  
Explore with different 
brushes and tools to see the 
marks they make.  
Learn the names of the main 
(primary) colours.  
Try mixing colours to make 
new ones.  
Experiment with light and 
dark colours.  
Use simple art words to talk 
about their painting (e.g. 
colour, bright, dark, light, big 
strokes, dabbing).  
 

sticking different 
materials onto backgrounds. 
They will experiment with 
cutting, tearing, sorting, and 
arranging materials to make 
their own creations.  
Children will:  
Explore sticking materials 
that they have cut or torn.   
Sort and arrange different 
pieces to make pictures or 
patterns.  
Mix different textures and 
materials in their work.  
Use simple words to talk 
about their collages (e.g. cut, 
tear, stick, smooth, rough, 
shiny, arrange, picture).  
 

with different objects. They 
will explore shapes, colours, 
and textures to see what 
happens when they press, 
roll, or stamp.  
Children will:  
Explore making prints by 
pressing objects into paint 
and onto paper.  
Try using different things to 
print with (e.g. sponges, 
fruit, blocks, hands, leaves).  
Experiment with different 
ways of printing (e.g. rolling, 
pressing, stamping, 
rubbing).  
Use simple words to talk 
about their printing (e.g. 
print, stamp, roll, press, 
shape, pattern, colour).  
 

They will explore weaving, 
tying, scrunching and 
decorating to see what they 
can create. Children can add 
colour and detail to their 
work using different 
techniques.  
Children will:  
Explore simple weaving 
using different materials (e.g. 
over and under).  
Try changing fabric colours 
and patterns in playful ways 
(e.g. tie-dye, fabric painting).  
Decorate fabrics by sticking, 
gluing, or simple stitching.  
Begin to use simple words to 
talk about their work (e.g. 
fabric, soft, rough, weave, 
over, under, decorate, 
colour, pattern, texture).  
 

make. They will explore ways 
of joining things together 
and try out different 
techniques to see what they 
can create.  
Children will:  
Explore using different 
materials for making and 
building (e.g. clay, 
playdough, boxes, sticks, 
card, natural and recycled 
materials).  
Try different ways of shaping 
materials (e.g. rolling, 
squashing, pinching, cutting, 
pressing).  
Use shapes, lines, and 
textures in their creations.  
Begin to use simple words to 
talk about their models and 
sculptures (e.g. big, small, 
smooth, rough, round, 
pointy, 3D, model, 
sculpture).  
 

Exploring Artists:   
Children will have the chance to explore and enjoy the work of different artists. They will look at pictures, sculptures, and designs and talk about what they see, like, or notice. They can use 
ideas from these artists in their own play and creations.  
Children will:  
Look at and talk about pictures, sculptures, and designs made by different artists.  
Share what they like, don’t like, or notice about an artwork.  
Try out their own ideas using inspiration from artists.  
Begin to use simple art words when talking about art and their own creations. 

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design  
Weekly Music 
Lesson 
 

Chant to the Animals 
Reception Unit 1 Learning 
1. Explore and learn chants 
that tell a story. 
2. Know that a chant uses 
speaking voices musically. 

Creative Moves 
Reception Unit 2 Learning 
1. Find and move to the beat. 
2. Move creatively, 
expressively and with 
control. 

Lilting Lullaby 
Reception Unit 3 Learning 
1. Pitch match with accuracy 
when singing. 
2. Feel the lilt of a 2–3 
pattern of beats in music 
with five beats. 

Number Time 
Reception Unit 4 Learning 
1. Sing with expression. 
2. Hear, draw and sing 
melody shapes. 

Wellbeing Matters 
Reception Unit 5 Learning 
1. Learn to explore and share 
emotions. 
2. Follow a leader to play 
loudly and quietly. 

Rhythm Adventure 
Reception Unit 6 Learning 
1. Sing songs rhythmically. 
2. Combine words to 
compose rhythms. 
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Physical 
Development  
Weekly PE 
Lesson 

Bike and Pirates 
Children will develop and 
apply their footwork and one 
leg balance through focused 
thematic stories, songs and 
games. 

Big City and Animals 
Children will develop and 
apply their reaction and 
response skills and floor 
work balance through 
focused thematic 
adventures, challenges and 
games. 

Space and Jungle 
Children will develop and 
apply their jumping and 
landing and 
seated balance through 
focused thematic 
stories, songs and games. 

Trains and Tightrope  
Children will develop and 
apply their dynamic balance 
on a line and stance through 
focused thematic stories, 
songs and games. 

Clowns and Seaside 
Children will develop and 
apply their ball skills and 
counterbalance with a 
partner through focused 
thematic 
stories, songs and games. 

Juggler and Fairytale 
Children will develop and 
apply their sending and 
receiving and 
reaction and response 
through focused 
thematic stories, songs and 
games. 

Physical 
Development 
Weekly Dance 
Lesson 

Listening and Responding to 
Music 
Children will develop their 
listening and attention skills 
by responding to music, 
learning to move in time with 
the beat and rhythm. 

 

Coordination and Control 
Children will further develop 
coordination, balance and 
control through a range of 
movement activities as they 
work towards a festive end-
of-term performance. 

 

Strength, Posture and 
Crossing the Midline 
Children will practise 
crossing the midline and 
develop core strength and 
posture through purposeful 
physical activities. 

Creating Movement and 
Dance 
Children will explore 
movement through 
immersive storytelling and 
dance, using their 
imagination to express ideas 
and emotions. 

Working with Others 
Children will work with 
partners and in groups to 
create, practise and refine 
dances, developing 
cooperation and turn-taking 
skills. 

Performing and Confidence 
Children will rehearse and 
perform for an audience, 
building confidence and 
demonstrating improved 
control, coordination and 
expressive movement. 


