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Nursery Curriculum Overview

At Montpelier, the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) focuses on learning through play, nurturing curiosity, and delivering a rich, engaging curriculum. This child-centred
approach encourages meaningful exploration and discovery, supporting cognitive, social, and emotional development. Our carefully designed Nursery environment offers
age-appropriate challenges that promote resilience and problem-solving skills. We use inclusive, cross-curricular strategies to meet the diverse needs of all children, while
open-ended activities inspire creativity and critical thinking. Promoting independence is central to our ethos; children are encouraged to make their own choices, building
confidence and self-reliance. Communication skills are strengthened through interactive storytelling, which fosters purposeful writing. Real-life mathematical experiences
help children connect abstract concepts with everyday situations, deepening their understanding. A love of reading is cultivated through exposure to a wide range of
literature, laying the groundwork for strong literacy skills. Physical development is also a priority, with activities designed to improve both fine and gross motor skills, as
well as coordination. Our focus on communication supports the development of positive relationships and emotional self-regulation. Through co-regulation with skilled
adults, children learn to understand and manage their emotions effectively. Overall, our EYFS curriculum offers a well-rounded, supportive foundation that nurtures every
child's individual potential and prepares them for lifelong learning.

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Themes All About Me Adventures Traditional Tales Planting and People Who Help Us Animal Kingdom
Growing (link to vehicles) (Big and Small)
Role Play Home Corner/ Cave Storybook Cottage Flower shop Hospital/ Police Station | Jungle/ Pet Shop

Supermarket

Communication and Language

Physical Development

Personal, Social, Emotional Development

These core subjects are crucial for all areas of learning. They are sometimes taught explicitly* as whole class learning, but most often
through play, high quality learning environment and skilful adult interactions to help each child take the next step in their learning.
Please see New Development Matters 3 to 4 year olds 2021 statements as a guide to what we expect most children can do at this stage.
*(e.g. routines and expectations, speaking in front of the class with sentence starters, learning partners, oral hygiene, healthy eating,
fine and gross motor activities, physical warm ups, sports day, transition to Reception)

Intent

Children will develop
a sense of who they
are in relation to
their family and

Through exploring
these repetitive,
rhythmic and language
rich texts, children will

Children will further
develop their
understanding of
simple narratives and

Through practical
investigation and
observation, children
will develop their

Children will learn the
different roles people
play in their local

community. They will

Children will be able to
identify a range of
animals and describe
their key features and
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others in the
nursery. Children will
learn key routines
and expectations of
school and be
supported to meet
them. Children will
learn the names of
the parts of their
body and explore
what they can do
with their bodies.

be encouraged to
retell and sequence
the events in the
stories. They will learn
about problem solving
and resilience and
begin to understand
emotions like fear,
excitement,
friendship, bravery
and empathy.

join in with repeated
refrains. The children
will learn about the
historical and cultural
origins of stories, and
how they have been
passed down
generation to
generation. The
children will develop
some basic knowledge
of cooking and
combining ingredients
linked to their core
text.

understanding of the
basic parts of a plant
and what plants need
to grow. They will also
be able to describe
ways in which they
have grown and
understand that
change is constant.

develop their
understanding of some
of the basic
responsibilities of
people in these roles,
enhanced by visits to
local locations/from
local people. The
children will be able to
name and describe
some of the vehicles
used by these key
community figures.

appearance. The
children will learn some
of the key things pets
need to be looked after
properly. The children
will learn about animals
that are native to other
countries, and learn
about some of the
climate and geography
of these places.

Literacy Full, Full, Full of Love | Leaf Man by Lois The Three Little Pigs Errol’s Garden by Real Superheroes by Dear Zoo by Rod
by Trish Cooke Ehlert Gillian Hibbs Julia Seal Campbell
(Core Text) Goldilocks and the
| Like Bees, | Don’t We’re Goingon a Three Little Bears Jasper’s Beanstalk by | Open Wide... What's Our Very Own Dog by
Like Honey! By Sam | Bear Hunt by Michael Nick Butterworth inside? By Alex Amanda McCardie
Bishop Rosen The Gingerbread Man Rushworth
Titch by Pat Hutchins Spinderella by Julia
Funnybones by Allan | The Gruffalo by Julia Little Red Riding Hood You Can’t call an Donaldson
Ahlberg Donaldson There’s Goingto bea | Elephantin an
Baby by John Emergency by Patricia Big Green Crocodile by
Stick Man by Julisa Burningham Cleaveland-Peck Jane Newberry
Donaldson
Burglar Bill by Janet
and Allan Ahlberg
Maths Comparison 1: Counting 2: Subitising 2: Counting 4: Pattern 4: Counting 5:
Showme 1, 2,3 Take and give 1, 2, 3 Lead on own repeats Show me 5
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More than, fewer
than, same
Shape, space and
measure 1:
Explore and build
with shapes and
objects

Pattern 1:
Explore repeats
Counting 1:

Hear and say
number names

Begin to order number
names

Subitising 1:

lseel, 2,3

Pattern 2:

Join in with repeats
Shape, space and
measure 2: Explore
position and space

Counting 3:

Move and label 1, 2, 3
Shape, space and
measure 3:

Explore position and
routes

Pattern 3:

Explore own first
patterns

Shape, space and
measure 4:

Match, talk, push and
pull

Subitising 3:

Talk about dots
Comparison 2:
Compare and sort

Shape, space and
measure 5:

Start to puzzle
Pattern 5:
Making patterns
together
Subitising 4:
Make games and
actions

Pattern 6:

My own pattern
Counting 6:
Stopatl,2,3,4,5
Comparison 3:
Match, sort, compare

Personal,
Social,
Emotional
Development

-Who am I?

-Who is in my class?
-How do we make
friends?

-What do we share?
-What are feelings?

-What are the
different parts of my
body?

-What rules are there
for my body? (PANTS)
-How do | keep my
body clean?

-How do | go to the
toilet safely?

-How do | keep my
body healthy?

-What makes our class
special?

-What places are
important to us?
-What rules are there
in different places?
-Who keeps me safe in
different places?
-How do we behave
with different people?

-What is healthy
eating?

-What is exercise?
-How do | look after
my teeth?

-What happens when
we are ill?

-How do different
events make me feel?

-What is road safety?
-What things keep me
safe outdoors?

-How do | stay safe
online?

-How do we look after
the planet?

-What is charity?

-What is the same and
different about us?
-How is our family
special?

-What to do | get lost?
-How does change feel?
-How can | get ready for
change?

Understanding
the World

Science

Geography

Seasonal Changes:
Autumn — what can
you hear, feel, and
see? What should |
wear? What is
happening in the

Seasonal Changes:
Winter — what can you
hear, feel, and see?
What should | wear?
What is happening in
the sky?
Science/Geography

Materials:

Identify and name
some everyday
materials (wood,
metal, plastic, fabric).
Know how we can sort
objects into simple

Seasonal Changes:
Spring — what can you
hear, feel, and see?
What should | wear?
What is happening in
the sky?
Science/Geography

Oral Hygiene:

Learn to brush teeth
properly. Understand
the importance of
healthy food choices
and their impact on

Seasonal Changes:
Summer — what can you
hear, feel, and see?
What should | wear?
What is happening in the
sky? Science/Geography
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History

sky?
Science/Geography

Our body — Know
the names of some
parts of the body.
Know how to keep
their bodies healthy,
e.g. eating healthy
food, exercising,
screen time, oral
health. Explore the
five senses through
practical activities.
Begin to understand
personal space and
body bounderies.
Science

Children talk about
their families. Using
family photos they
begin to look at how
they have grown and
changed. History

Festivals &
celebrations: Diwali,
Harvest festival .

Hibernation: Through
role play and stories
explore what
hibernation is and why
animals do it. Sort
animals into two
groups; animals that
hibernate and those
that don’t.

Science

Discuss similarities
between home and
school environments.
Geography

Festivals &
celebrations:
Christmas .

categories based on
the material. Sensory
play with the materials
and use sensory words
such as soft, hard,
smooth to describe
them. Science

Children read stories
from the past linked to
fairy tales. Explore
how things have
changed over time e.g.
toys, clothes,
transport History

Festivals &
celebrations: Lunar
New Year .

Plants: Know the
correct basic scientific
vocabulary to describe
parts of plants. Know
what plants needs to
survive and grow
healthily. Know that
plants need water, soil
and sun to grow.
Name some common
plants. Know where
some plants grow.
Know that plants grow
from a seed. Make
close observations of
plants in the natural
world. Science

Festivals &
celebrations: Easter,
Ramadan, Eid Al-Fitr

teeth. Engage in role

play about dental visits.

Science

Recognise and name
different occupations.
Begin to associate jobs
with tools, uniform and
vehicles. Know how
different people work
within the community
and how they help
others.
Geography/History

Animals: Know the
names of some large and
small animals. Begin to
look at similarities and
differences between
animal groups. Sort and
group animals by their
habitat. Science

Mobile Farm Trip
Science

Know there are different
countries in the world.
Explore some countries
in each continent. Linked
to animals from around
the world. Geography

Festivals & celebrations:
Eid Al-Adha B
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Expressive Arts

Painting — Jackson Pollock

Collage — Henri Matisse

Sculpture — Andy Goldsworthy

and Design
Nursery Head, shoulders Ten green bottles Hokey Cokey Five little ducks The wheels on the bus | Five little monkeys
Rhymes knees and toes jumping on the bed

Twinkle twinkle little
star

If you’re happy and
you know it

Five aliens in a flying
saucer

Polly put the kettle on

One potato, two
potato

The Grand old Duke of
York

Five little speckled
frogs

One, two buckle my
shoe

Row, row, row your
boat

Down at the station

Old MacDonald had a
farm

1,2,3,4,5, Once | caught
a fish alive




