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Year 4 enjoyed their geography field trip to the Hanger Hill area where they had the opportunity to observe the
features of different settlements.

Parent consultations
It was wonderful to see so many of our parent community attending the spring parent consultation
meetings last week. It was evident that parents valued having the opportunity to look though their
child’s workbooks and time to meet with the class teacher to review their child’s progress at this mid
point in the year. Our teachers have fed back how positive these meetings were and we would like to
thank our teachers for the time and thought they put into preparing so comprehensively for these
meetings.
School visits and trips
Over the spring term, the teachers have planned lots of opportunities for our pupils to participate in
drama and history workshops, police talks, visits from story tellers and trips to museums and the local
library. All of these help to enrich our curriculum and make the learning memorable for our pupils.
Please remember to contribute, if you can, so that we can continue to plan these for next term. Thank
you also for any additional contributions that parents can make.
Sport enhancement
Next week we have 9 girls from year 5 attending a netball tournament and 16 girls from year 3 and year
4 girls participating in an Ealing girls football festival to encourage girls’ participation in this sport. As
part of our aim to further enhance our sports provision, we are exploring other opportunities to
participate in more inter-school festivals and competitions for boys and girls, so watch this space ....
PTFA volunteers needed
We appreciate that everyone has busy lives but we really need far more parents to sign up to help with
PTFA events. If every parent offered a little bit of their time, it would really support the PTFA committee
with the planning and organisation of key fundraising events for the school.
Class Reps needed
Class reps are urgently needed for 5EH, 5HG and 4PY. Our class reps play a vital role in supporting the
PTFA to communicate with parents regarding upcoming events. Please do volunteer so that all our
classes are represented.
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Let’s celebrate a love of reading! It’s that time of year again, so get your
costumes ready. If you are stuck for an idea - there are lots of bedtime stories,

so why not adorn your favourite pyjamas and slippers.......

As usual, we will distribute the
world book day tokens to your
child. Please enjoy some time
taking them to a book shop to
select one of the £1 world book
day books or receiving a £1
discount off another book of your
child’s choice. Demonstrating your
own love of literature is incredibly
powerful for your child to see, so
why not spend some time reading
some of the books you enjoyed as
a child, as a whole family.
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World book day events:

To celebrate World Book Day, children's storyteller Wendy Shearer will be visiting pupils from Nursery-year 2 on Tuesday 12th
March 2024. Wendy Shearer is a professional London storyteller with a diverse repertoire of stories which she tells in schools
across the UK. Wendy’s stories are drawn mostly from her Afro-Caribbean heritage and ancient Greek literature and
mythology. She actively supports and promotes the ancient form of oral storytelling.

Children will have the opportunity to take part in sessions that are sensory and include music and colourful props. The
sessions will be structured to ensure everyone has the chance to participate in the stories with Wendy. Her specialist stories
are traditional African and Caribbean folktales of tricksters and magical protectors with rhymes and actions.

In order to facilitate this visit, there is a voluntary contribution of £2.00. If you are able to give more than £2.00 this may help
others. Please make payments via SCOPAY, https://www.scopay.com/login

Additionally, children's storyteller Kevin Graal will be visiting pupils from year 2 - year 6 on Thursday 7th March 2024. Kevin
is a highly skilled children’s storyteller with a repertoire of interactive stories, riddles, songs and rhymes from around the world.
He has a natural rapport with very young children, and a knack for finding lively, inventive ways of communicating with them
and helping them to find their voices. His storytelling combines stories and story-making, rhymes and action songs, role-play,
picture-making, craft activities and dance. He visited pupils in Nursery and Reception last year and pupils enjoyed the
interactive nature of his sessions. You can find out more about Kevin's work here https://talkingtales.org/. Please see below
for further details about the activities children will take part in:

Year 2: Grandma Spider Gets the Light, a Native American creation myth. Children will join in with the musical elements of
the story and talk in pairs about their ideas for happy story-endings.

Year 3: Lazy Jack, an English folktale featuring a funny, repeating pattern. Children will talk about how they might use
patterns in their own story-writing.

Year 4: The 4 Magic Gifts, a folktale from Germany with lots of scope for children to invent their own magic gifts.

Year 5: A session of mind-bending riddles and fables from around the world which prompt questioning and discussion.

Year 6: Man & Snake, a Nigerian Dilemma Tale ending with a complex question which the children can debate.

In order to facilitate this visit, there is a voluntary contribution of £1.25. If you are able to give more than £1.25 this may help
others. Please make payments via SCOPAY, https://www.scopay.com/login

Costumes – Pupils are encouraged to come to school in a costume to represent a character from a book they love.
We also encourage children to walk to school on this day to show off their costumes.
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Dates for your diaryDates for your diary

Attendance and punctuality

World Book Day is often one of the most memorable dates of the year for Montpelier children. This
year we are inviting all our children and adults to dress up as a book character on Thursday
7th March. If your child has PE they can still dress up but please ensure they can be
physically active.

Future Dates for your diary:
PTFA Spring Bake Sale Wednesday, 27th March
Non-School Uniform Day Thursday, 28th March
Last Day of Term – Thursday 28th March. School finishes at 1.40 pm.

Your paragraph text

Well done to year 4, 2 and 6 for achieving
attendance over 97%.

Lates
There have been 86 incidents of pupils
arriving late to school in the last 2 weeks.
Arriving late causes disruption to all our
pupils and often causes distress to the
pupil arriving late.
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Curriculum update

In Nursery, the children have been beginning
to explore the differences between the
seasons and what we notice in Spring. To
support our learning, we have been creating
daffodils and blossoms for our Spring display!
We have also been on a Phonics Sound hunt in
the Nursery playground to help us with the
sounds we have already learned.

In phonics, in Reception, the children are
thoroughly enjoying creating words using
magnetic letters. We have been using our
Fred fingers to help us spell, read, make and
write words.
In literacy, we have been writing riddles using
WOW adjectives about different jungle and
zoo animals.

In PSHE, in Year 1, we discussed the
strengths we have, wrote them on pieces
of paper and made a class strengths
paper chain. In geography, we have
been collaborative koalas by learning
directions using the key vocabulary such
as left, right, forwards and backwards.

In art, in Year 2, we have been imaginative
iguanas and made natural sculptures based on
the work of Andy Goldsworthy. We also learnt
about different camera angles and used the class
iPad to take pictures of our sculptures in different
ways. In maths we have started learning how to
multiply and divide by 2, 5 and 10. We have used
cubes to strengthen our understanding and
challenged ourselves by writing the repeated
addition and multiplication number sentences.
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Year 3 have enjoyed imagining that we were
Daedalus from the Greek myth ‘Daedalus and
Icarus’. We created questions we would ask
Daedalus in our role as news reporters. We acted
out a mock interview with Daedalus and we will
use the responses to help us write our news report
this week. Additionally, we have enjoyed starting
our new geography topic ‘The Mediterranean’. We
have used digital maps and locate countries in the
region and their capital cities.

In reading, Year 4 have left Narnia for the cracked and
scorched pavements of Lizard Street in search of
Krindlekrax. Meanwhile, encouraged by the Varmints
plight, we are writing a persuasive letter to stop the
building of flats on Montpelier Park as it is such a
valuable part of our community. We explored these
amenities further on our Geography field trip to the
Hanger Hill park area when we investigated the land
and how it is used. As noticing newts, we completed
geographical sketches to record our observations.

In year 6, we have spent the first 2 weeks immersed in the
story of ‘The Giant’s Necklace’ by Michael Morpurgo. Whilst
reading the captivating tale situated on the coast of Cornwall,
we have creatively recorded our observations and inferences.
In maths, we have been linking lions, consolidating our
knowledge of the relationship between fractions and decimals.
We are being imagining iguanas and revising rabbits, writing a
persuasive brochure about London. We are using a range of
persuasive features to convince our readers to visit our nation's
capital and are ensuring to include hyperbole, superlatives as
well as colons and semicolons. What would you write about?

In science this week, year 5 have been
planning pandas. We carried out an
investigation to find out if different types of
sugars dissolve at different rates. In
geography, we have started our unit on the
Isle of Wight in preparation for our school trip;
we used digimaps to locate the Isle of Wight
and other British islands.
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Dear Parents and Carers:

We welcome you to join us for an adults-only night out at the popular PTFA quiz night! If you are new to the school, this is a fantastic
opportunity to get to know other parents in a relaxed and fun way.

Our fabulous Quizmaster, Howard Staiano, will lead the night with exciting questions and tricks to keep everyone on their toes! We welcome
groups of parents, so get your team names ready! If you do not have a team on the night of the event, you will be allocated to a team that
evening.

Tickets cost £16.00, including an on-site catered dinner from Heena's Kitchen Curry (Halal meat or vegetarian). There will be a bar with wine,
beer, and soft drinks. Cash and card accepted. Please note only alcohol purchased at the event may be consumed on the premises.

Please click on Quiz Night Tickets to purchase your tickets. https://www.pta-events.com/mpsptfa/index.cfm

After you purchase your ticket, please check your spam. The payment deadline is 4th March.

Come join in and support your children’s school!

For further information, please contact: montpelierptfa@gmail.com

Message from the PTFA
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Message from the PTFA
Save the Date for the Summer Fete! Saturday, 6th July 2024

Dear Parents and Carers,
We are pleased to announce the date for the 2024 Montpelier School Fete which will take place on **
Saturday 6th July ** It is the biggest fundraising event in our school calendar and a wonderful day out
involving everyone in the Montpelier community. For the first time this year, the vast majority of all
our fete comms will be posted in Classlist, along with all other PTFA comms. Please make sure
you are registered to receive this information.

How does the money raised by the PTFA help your child?
Last summer we raised a fantastic £21,295, despite the heavy rain halfway through! This contributes a
huge sum towards enhancing our children’s school provision of resources. The PTFA has funded the Year
4 drama workshop, ESDA dance workshops for years 1 to year 6, weekly dance lessons for Reception
children, Purple Mash, IXL, subsidies for school trips including residential journeys, the chick-hatching
project, books, the Pirate Ship and shelter above the Reception class rooms. We are also currently
working towards provision of a counselling scheme to help some of our Montpelier families and
playground equipment for the KS2 playground.

Fete planning – Help!
We are sending out this message inviting you to join our friendly planning team. Please check our PTFA
post on Classlist (www.classlist.com) with more details on the following areas where we need help.

Please consider the above roles and send us a note to montpelierptfa@gmail.com if you can help. We
look forward to hearing from you!
The PTFA Summer Fete Team.

Help increase our chances of winning £250! Sign up to support Montpelier Primary School PTFA on #easyfundraising today!
Each new person who joins counts as an entry. It’s completely free, and winning would really make a big difference to us!

Plus, you get to support us for free all year round as you do all your online shopping! Get started:
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/montpelierprimaryptfa/ocktck/c2s/FZ9Up2Ac/CE809/facebook

Sponsorship
Prizes for our auction and raffle.
Fete Shopping.
Face painting.
Joining the core planning team.
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Message from the PTFA
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To celebrate your child’s birthday, we highly recommend you take advantage of our school
initiative where we encourage parents to buy a book for the class. We will insert a
dedication name plate in the front of the book and the class teacher will present it to the
class for their library. We kindly request that you do not distribute cakes or sweets to the class
at the end of the school day as we have children with strict dietary requirements and some
have severe allergies.

Red Nose Day is back on Friday 15 March 2024!
To show our support we are inviting children to wear
something red, alongside their school uniform and
donate £1 to comic relief. You will be able to donate
the £1 by logging into scopay.
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To help support reading with your child at home, please see below for books that might
be of interest to your children and yourselves. We hope that this will be a helpful guide
to some of the new releases in children’s literature. Please note that the books
recommended could be suitable for all primary ages but we have put recommended
year groups for each book.
Additionally, The Guardian offer a helpful resource to keep up to date with the latest
releases each month: https://www.theguardian.com/books

You can also sign up to Ealing libraries to borrow books for free from the libraries
based in the borough. Follow the link here to sign up:

https://libraries.ealing.gov.uk/user/register

The Good Turn by Sharna Jackson
(recommended for Y4-Y6)

A brilliant mystery story involving 3 friends living on
the same road who investigate some unusual

occurrences in their sleepy area of Luton.

Paper Dragons: The Fight for the Hidden Realm
by Siobhan McDermott

(recommended for Y5-Y6)

The Waterstone children’s book of the month
for February, which is inspired by Chinese
culture and folklore, the first instalment of
McDermott's breathtaking fantasy series finds
orphan Zhi Ging apprenticed to the Immortals
and about to begin her magical training in an
underwater realm.

Reading recommendations
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If there are local, national or global events that may be of interest to our children and families, we will aim
to share these in each newsletter. We hope to find events and resources that will enhance the curriculum
we teach in school and offer opportunities for families to spend quality time together having fun.

Curriculum enrichment

Our school has been specially selectedOur school has been specially selected
to receive an incredible offer of ticketsto receive an incredible offer of tickets
for the British Basketball League All-Starfor the British Basketball League All-Star
Game at just £10 each – that’s a discountGame at just £10 each – that’s a discount
of over 50%.of over 50%.
Use this web address to accessUse this web address to access
discounted ticketsdiscounted tickets

ttps://// shopbritishbasketball.com/prodhttps://shopbritishbasketball.com/prod
cts/allstarprimaryructs/allstarprimary
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Thank you for reading, look out for the next issueTTTThhhhaaaannnnkkkk yyyyoyooouuuu ffffoooorrrr rrrreeeeaaaaddddiiiinnnngggg,,,, llllooooooookkkk oooouuuutttt ffffoooorrrr tttthhhheeee nnnneeeexxxxtttt iiiissssssssuuuueeee


