29TH SEPTEMBER 2023

Montpelier Newsletter

Year 2 visited Ealing Abbey are part of their RE unit on Christianity. We are proud that all our children

have the opportunity to visit places of worship for all the main world religious. This promotes our school
values of Belonging and Identity and the British values of tolerance and respect for all faiths.

Important Messages

Curriculum Meetings

Thank you to all those parents who attended curriculum meetings, which have taken place in the
w/c 18th September and 25th September. We hope you found them useful and informative. We will
be sending out copies of the PowerPoint discussed during the presentations for any parents who
were unable to attend. Curriculum maps for every year group are available on the school website:
https://www.montpelierschool.net/curriculum-by-year-group/

Payment of school trips and workshops - please contribute

As you will see in the calendar dates below, the school has organised a number of school trips and
workshops to enhance and deepen your child’s understanding of the curriculum. Children love these
opportunities and they create lasting memorable moments. Please pay promptly for these trips
and workshops. The school cannot afford to fund the shortfall and trips and workshops will
be cancelled if payments are not paid which would be a real shame. Thank you to
parents/carers who pay extra to support those who genuinely can't.
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Important Messages

Rain coats

Please remember to send your child with a named raincoat as we are keen for our children
to be outside for break and lunch as much as possible.

Jewellery, hair ties/bands and appropriate footwear

Please make sure you have read and adhere to the uniform policy which includes pupils
not wearing jewellery and ensuring all pupils are wearing appropriate footwear. Pupils are
only permitted to wear trainers on PE days. https://www.montpelierschool.net/school-

uniform/ We want all our pupils to take pride in wearing the uniform and adhering to the
policy. Much as we like to celebrate individual choices and independence, we prefer to do
this in other ways and not through deviation from the uniform policy.

Lates/roadworks

Please allow extra time for your journey to school as we are aware of local roadworks. It is
important your child is in school by 8.45 am at the latest.

STEM blog reminder on Purple Mash

Look out for the STEM blog on Purple Mash which has exciting challenges for your child to
complete at home.

Snack time reminder: Only fruit snacks are allowed at breaktime. No cereal bars or
yoghurts. It is vital that pupils do not have any snacks containing nuts as this poses a
serious health issue to pupils and staff who have nut allergies.

18/09/23-21/09/23 - Overall attendance for the week 97.23%

Attendance and punctuality =_— — o
Year 3 98.68% | 1st
We are delighted that so many of our Year1 98.44% | 2nd
] e Year 6 97.59% | 3rd
pupils are arriving promptly at 8.40 am.
Year 4 96.91%
Our overall attendance for last week was [, 5 96.70%
97.23 % which was a positive Year 2 96.25%
improvement. Reception 95.94%
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Important Messages
Pupil safety comes first |

We have had a number of concerned parents reporting that members of our comm P gre
parking on the zig zag lines and double yellow lines around the school, when dropping off or
collecting their children. This remains an ongoing concern and school staff are actively
reminding anyone they see parking illegally, that this poses a serious safety risk for our
children. We ask that all parents/carers park considerately and legally. We understand the
time pressures that families are under but safety must be the priority.

Please check your eligibility for free school meals

Now that all primary aged pupils are entitled to free school meals, this is likely to lead to a
decline in families notifying the school and applying for the FSM grant. Should this be the
case the school will receive reduced funding which is used to support our pupils. You will have
received an email from the school business team, requesting you check eligibility - but in case

you missed it, please see the main details below.

In order to maximize our PPG funding, we offer an annual prize draw for a brand new iPad.
Every family that checks their child’s eligibility for traditional free school meals is entered into
the draw even if they turn out not to be eligible.

Other benefits from eligibility for free school meals include

* Discounted residential school trips

* Free school milk

* Eligibility for the HAF programme (Holiday Activity and Food Programme)
- Eligibility for free holiday club places with Fit for Sport

How do | check my child's eligibility?
To check your child’s eligibility, please visit the website below and complete the application
process via the ‘Apply for financial assistance with school meals’ link. This will take you to
another secure Ealing Council website where you are asked to log in or register and fill in your
details. You only need to register once at the school.
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201111/education_grants_and_financial_assistance /701/free
_school_meals/1

It is really important for the school - so if you are eligible, please do sign up.



Montpelier News

Important Messages

Is my child too ill for school?
It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school when they're unwell. There are government
guidelines for schools and nurseries about managing specific infectious diseases at GOV.UK. These say when children
should be kept off school and when they shouldn't. If you do keep your child at home, it's important to email the school
every day they are absent (attendanceemontpelier.ealing.sch.uk). Let us know that your child won't be in and give them
the reason. If your child is well enough to go to school but has an infection that could be passed on, such as a cold
sore or head lice, let the school know.
Other illnesses Follow this advice for other illnesses:

Coughs and | It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a fever,

colds keep them off school until the fever goes.

High If your child has a high temperature, keep them off school until it goes away.

temperature

Chickenpox | If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all the spots have crusted over. This is
usually about 5 days after the spots first appeared.

Cold sores | There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a cold sore. Encourage them not to touch
the blister or kiss anyone while they have the cold sore, or to share things like cups and towels.

Conjunctivit | You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis. Do get advice from

is your pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash their hands regularly.

COVID-19 If your child has mild symptoms, such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, and feels well
enough, they can go to school. Your child should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other
people if they have symptoms of COVID-19 and they either:

» have a high temperature

» do not feel well enough to go to school or do their normal activities
What to do if your child has tested positive
Your child is no longer required to do a COVID-19 rapid lateral flow test if they have symptoms. But
if your child has tested positive for COVID-19, they should try to stay at home and avoid contact
with other people for 3 days after the day they took the test.

Ear If your child has an ear infection and a high temperature or severe earache, keep them off school

infection until they're feeling better or their high temperature goes away.

Hand, foot | If your child has hand. foot and mouth disease but seems well enough te go to school, there's no

and mouth | need to keep them off. Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues straight away and to

disease wash their hands regularly.

Head lice There's no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice. You can treat head lice and nits

and nits without seeing a GP.

Impetigo If your child has impetigo, they'll need treatment from a GP, often with antibiotics. Keep them off
school until all the sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours after they start antibiotic
treatment. Encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and not to share things like towels
and cups with other children at school.

Ringworm If your child has ringworm, see your pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which case you should
see a GP. It's fine for your child to go to school once they have started treatment.

Scarlet If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need treatment with antibiotics from a GP. Otherwise they'll be

fever infectious for 2 to 3 weeks. Your child can go back to school 24 hours after starting antibiotics.

Slapped You don't need to keep your child off school if they have slapped cheek syndrome because, once

cheek the rash appears, they're no longer infectious. But let the school or teacher know if you think your

syndrome child has slapped cheek syndrome.

Sore throat | You can still send your child to school if they have a sore throat. But if they also have a high
temperature, they should stay at home until it goes away. A sore throat and a high temperature can
be symptoms of fonsillitis.

Threadworms | You don't need to keep your child off school if they have threadworms. Speak to your pharmacist,
who can recommend a treatment.

Vomiting Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from schoel until they have not been sick or

and had diarrhoea for at least 2 days (48 hours).

diarrhoea
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Dates for your diary

Date Event

Monday 2nd Ealing Street Dance sessions with Y5
October 3NS trip to Ealing Library

Tuesday 319 Ealing Street Dance sessions with Y3
October 35M trip to Ealing Library
¥6 Police Talks — Mobile phones/ Keeping safe

Thursday 5 Ealing Schools Cross Country — 28 Y5 & Y6 pupils to attend
October Year 4 Internal Tropical Roadshow workshop

3MH trip to Ealing Library

Monday 9th Ealing Street Dance sessions with Y5

October

Tuesday 10t 5-10am Reception Phonics Parent Information Warkshop
October Ealing Street Dance sessions with ¥3
6.30 pm - PTFA AGM — all parents welcome to attend

Wednesday 11th 9 - 10am Year 1 & 2 Phonics/Reading Parent Information Workshop
October

Friday 13t The JUST ONE Tree day — Pupils to wear something green day and donate £1
October on scopay

In the future - Add to your diary now:

23rd - 27th October: Half term

30th October - 3rd November: International Week
1st and 2nd November: Autumn Parent consultations
3rd November: PTFA International Food Fair

14th November: Year 5 Dance assembly

17th November: INSET DAY - school closed

Parent Workshops
5th November: LKS2 Reading Parent Information Workshop 9-10am
30th November: Y1 Number Fluency Parent Information Workshop 9-10am

Trips and workshops

17th October: 6BM & 6MS trip to Gunnersbury Park Museum

18th October: Year 2 Internal Great Fire of London Drama Workshops
20th October: 6AA trip to Gunnersbury Park Museum

7th November: 5AG and half of S5EH trip to Wembley Mosque

8th November: SHG and half of SEH trip to Wembley Mosque

8th November :Year 1 trip to St Peter’s Church (am)



Curriculum update

Nursery have been focusing on sharing
when we are playing in both the inside and
outside playing areas, and using words like
‘vlease’ and ‘thank you'. We are also
continuing to bring in our family photos
from home for our display board in the
home corner to help us feel a sense of
belonging in the Nursery.

Reception loved their first dance lesson of the year
with Miss Liz. They moved their bodies in lots of
different ways and listened carefully to the music.
The children were persevering penguins and did not
give up when it got tricky. Children have started to
take home the class teddy which gives them a
sense of responsibility and independence. After the
teddy is brought back, they discuss what they have
done over the weekend and the other children
listen and ask questions.

In geography, Year 1 learnt about
different types of homes in the United
flats,

detached and semi-detached houses.

Kingdom, such as bungalows,
We used actions to*help remember the
different types of homes. In science, we
continued to explore a variety of objects

and had a sink or float experiment.

Year 2 enjoyed a trip to Ealing Abbey as part of

their Religious Education topic ‘What is the
importance of the Church? We looked at each
feature of the church and learnt about its
importance. We also have been imagining iguanas
when writing a setting description based on the
book Tiddler by Julia Donaldson. We focused on
ambitious

prepositional openers as well as

adjectives.



Curriculum update

Year 3 have been imaginative iguanas and imitating
impalas as we have written a setting description
based on the ‘Tear Thief’. We enjoyed imitating parts
of the story and changing some parts of our own
setting. We also enjoyed reading ‘George’s
Marvellous Medicine” in whole class reading. We
displayed our unders’rondir:g of new vocabulary from
the text by writing a definition of a word and then
drawing a representation of the word. Additionally, in
science we have identified the properties of different
soils and collected our data in a table.

Year 4 have been questioning queen bees in science
to create their own classification keys to identify,
classify and group Amazon Rainforest animals. In
geography, we moved to another part of Brazil where
we used our geographical knowledge and experience
of places to complete the other half of a picture of a
luxury apartment hotel in Rio de Janeiro. Everyone was
surprised to discover that the other half is actually a
favela. Our exploration of a city of two halves begins.

Year 5 have been warming up our lungs and vocal
cords to sing Dancing in the Street by Martha and
the Vandellas. We have also been persevering
penguins in computing as we have been de-
bugging and simplifying code to create a working
game. In science, we have been capitalising cats
by using secondary sources to create a fact file
about the planets in our Solar System. Did you
know that Saturn has 145 moons?

Year 6 have been revising rabbits as we

consolidated our knowledge about electricity. We
created a switch using a peg and silver foil as a
conductor. We investigated to see if the position
of the switch changed the brightness of the bulb.
In our PSHE topic of Health and Wellbeing, we
looked at why we should be active as well as the
benefits. We were then collaborative koalas and
mind mapped out ways that we can spend 60
minutes a day being active.
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WEAR

GREEN

JUST ONE Tree is a non-profit
3 Community Interest Compan - CEaE da
Our school will be Y And in the process helps to
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www justonetrea.life

Calling all Montpelier writers

500 Words, the UK's most successful children’s
writing competition, opens on Tuesday 26
September and will run till Friday 10 November.

This year, the two age categories will be 5-7
year-olds and 8-11 year-olds.

Children of all abilities are encouraged to use
their creativity and imagination to write a story
they would love to read without the pressure of
having to worry about spelling, punctuation and
grammar.

For further details on how to enter:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words
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Curriculum enrichment

If there are local, national or global events that may be of interest to our children and families, we will aim
to share these in each newsletter. We hope to find events and resources that will enhance the curriculum
we teach in school and offer opportunities for families to spend quality time together having fun.

Black History Month (I1st October - 31st October)

This year's theme, ‘Saluting our sisters’, pays homage to black women who had
contributions ignored, ideas appropriated, and voices silenced. This yearly event will
be celebrated through assemblies and in class discussions, however, there are a
range of events running throughout October, which parents may wish to attend with
their children outside of school.

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/listings /region/greater-london/

Mary Seacole Family Day By et 10 A CELEBRATION OF
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Come along and discover the story of Mary Seacole. hear her aduentunes first
hand, have o go of diognosing on infured soldier and make o “sniff bag” to bake:
Pzme.
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Free Family Dinner - Last Friday of the month

Ex-parents and local community members are offering 50 free family dinners for
residents in the local area to provide an opportunity for those who may not be able
to eat together at mealtime due to living costs or home circumstances. Whilst it is
primarily aimed at families entitled to free school meals, the organisers have asked
me to stress that they understand there will be many who are not eligible for benefits
but are struggling at this time. These families are also encouraged to make contact,
using the telephone number provided on the flyer below.

Vegetarian and halal meat will be offered on the home cooked menu.

This is a new local initiative, and we are very supportive of its aims.
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Ealing Speech and Language Therapy Service

Talk to your child in your strongest

language(s) - this will provide a solid ' "

foundation upon which additional I \-_}'#_‘f_ ¥ '3::_- \\

languages can be learnt . % During daily routines, e.g. bath time,
dinner time, when shopping.

& To tell your child stories

* To sing songs

I + Whenever you speak to your child

Enjoy your language, it is important * To have fun with your child
for social and cultural identity. ——

Learning more than one language is
good for general learning.

A health programme devised by NHS Southwark Speech and Language Therapy team

ESCAN *Ealing

020 8825 BES6 o pods www.ealing.gov.uk
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Volunteer
Police
Cadets

Subscription
Junior Cadets £60 per year (£5 per month)
Senior Cadets £120 per year (£10 per month)
Uniform

Free after 10 week probation period. Cadets will need to provide black leather shoes or boots.

Meetings e Villiers High School, Southall

Juniors (age 10—13) Monday 5—6 pm
Seniors (age 13—18) Monday 6—8.30 pm

Contact Us
Name :
PC Haydn Locke

Email:
Haydn.Lockeemet.police.uk

Thank you for reading, look out for the next issue.



